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Dear Josuha: 

Many thanks for yo-dr letter and for you telegram. I am sorry 
to have bothered you wit:. the latter but Esther's participation is 
a point oi' cruc'al importance and your letter to &ljestrand caused a 
minor panic in k le Nobel Foundation. Placement at the King's dinner and 
at the Nobel banquet seems to be a matter of high significance and pro- 
grams and placement-lists of various kinds must go to the printer to- 
morrow. So you?telegram brought great relief. 
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Personally, we hould have been really very sad if Esther not 
have been able to join you and we are happy that you can work it out. 

I am sorry I misunderstood the kind of card you had in mind. 
we shall try to get a post-card of the type you have indicated. The 
Swedish Post Office has issued a stamp co.mmemorating Nobel several 
years ago but I do not know whether it is available or not. We shall 
find t:lis out from the Post-Office. 

I ~shall be deli&ted to act as your local representative. The 
only thins I nave accepted so far on your behalf was an invitation from 
the Ambassador of lsrael to both you ani Esther and Eva and myself to be 
his guests for dinner on Friday night, ecember 12. I notice in your 
letter that you envisaged lunch rather t.;wdinner. I don't know which 
woul;? be ;xore suitlble; I ?lave now accepted the dinner invitation but 
x,~ay try to change it to lur$ if you co:isider it necessary. On tile same 
day yod will have to visit the Nobel Foundation between 10 and 12 a.m. 
to conduct the business transa 
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ion and .there will be a reception at 

the American snbassy between 5 and 7 p.m. Perhaps the dinner might be 
easier after all, also because tne Institute will have a Lucia festival 
at 3 p.m. where your presence wo Id be‘ certainly appreciated (although 
everybody will understand if you will be unable to come). 

I don't think that your arrival on Sunday would be possible in 
incognito. I am quite stire it would create very &ad feelings, particularly 
as regards tile Nobel Foundation. Incidentally, Ibope that you realize 
tiiat, alt.oug'h I a..‘ very ha.;py to be y, :ir local representative, yo.ir 
dealings wit:1 t;:e hobel z'oilndation (St&hle) and ttie Nobel Committee of 
the Karolinskti Institute{ Friberg, Euler, Lil,estrand) are of great 
importance for t&e people cozlcerned and it is very e:-sy to hurt their 
feelings in this country of undersaatements. As to tne reception at 
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the airport , there is always a small committee from the Foreign Ministry, 
your Embassy and ttie Karolinska Institute( in this case I shall probably 
represent the latter). Perhaps it is unnecessary for me to point this out, 
but tne Foundation is tile special pride of the country, the prize is the 
special pride of the foundation, and the prize-winners are the pride of 
everybody, including people wit2' ery sensitive toes. The fact for instance ? tnat you have written me Y. beautiful letter and telegram of thanks 
personally (whicn I very much appreciateG)would by no means satisfy the 
official\people in the Foundations in fact tiley wodld never hear about it. 
This mlry be absolutely unnecessary to point out, but you asked for advice 

re it is; if you feel tnat it was superfluous than I hope you will 
me. As to t:;e arrival at the airport, Iam afraid it would create 

a@eat deal of unpleasantness if it would not be done in the traditional 
way; since it will be rather late, I am sure it can be ;nade quite short . 
Please let me know if you object to this, butTthink that it may save us 
both fr;,m a lot of nonsensical trouble if we do it the usual way. 

For Monday tnere are no .:articul&&plans and I shall try to 
save this day for yo as much as I can for your recreation. The bacterio- 
logists wsuld lik, to see you and speak to you but they don't w:nt to 
insist in case you are busy or tired. We do not isl;laue to make any decision 
about this now; we ma; discuss it tlfter you have arrived. On Tguesday 
Caspersson i iOpeS to see you together wit;1 beadle and Tatum at the Institute 
sometimtis durin& the day and in Lhe evening we shall all meet at his 
home. In t&o afternoon themwill be a reception Siven by the Lord Chancellor, 
the President of t.:e Nobel Foundation. weednesd:-.y is the day of the festival 
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itself w:.ich starts in the afternoon and goes on until late in the ni,is;ht. 

o0ther plans will be made for this day. 'T;nrsday night is the dinner in 
tile Royal Castle. Friday: see above. 

So far, this is all and it may not seem twomuch but many things I 
may; turn up v/kc:; we catnot foresee at the moment. As to tile invitations 
youlave already reclined, 
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I thin!: you Slave acted wisely. I'he Medical 

Stu ents)Lucia b' estival is perhaps a pityito miss, at least for them. 
Havin,; tie Nobel prize winners as their guestSfor Lucia is one of tiieir 
traditional privilegis. If there would be one chance that you could make 
it I think it would be appreciated, even if you could only come for a 
short time. 

I can certainly appreciate all the complications that may arise 
from tile collision between your ;;ioving to Standford and the Nobel prize. 
I am sure that you have a very hectic time and I hope that you will be 
able to rest at least a little in Stockholm. pe posuonement of your 
Nobel lecture I personally regret but fully understand. I am afraid it 
would be quite irnpo3sible to have yoL:r lecture after Gay 31 because 
practically everybody leaves town in June. Even if you wouid have forrnal 
righ; to do so, I think t!lat it would be most unfortunate. On&he other hand, 
any time before May 31 wocild ‘ue perfactly all right. Please do not over- 
estimate the level required for tGs lecture; since it will be given to 
an extremely mixed public where t?le frequency of bacterial geneticists 
would be equal to zero or at least not-significantly diffe@t from it, I 
thin; that any of the beatiful reviewing lectures you have given on 
previous occasions on bacterial heredity would be perfectly suitable. i 
Personally, we siiall be delighted to see you a,-ain during the next term. 
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Ve expect to be away in j'rance and Belgium in March sha 
for a fevk days in February. Gith thb e$&ption- of these 2 1,be in Texas 

Ua.&$ we shall 
be here until June 15th. But again, I should very seriously advise you 
not to mention dates after May 31; if %ha Nobel Committee discusses it &- 
all, it is nothins but shear courtesy and fine manners. 

We shall certainly take care of your formal clothing ant I have 
already contacted the firm. We should need your measurements as soon as 
possible,certainly before Decernber5. I think t:lat you will probably not 
need anything in addition to a dark suit and a white tie. A tuxedo will 
not be nece:~sary unless some surprises turn up from e.g. the American 
Embassy, Eva snail write to Esther about iler clot:ling below. 

Many thanks fr your letter about Norse w:lich finally arrived 
after stime delay; it was sent by ordinary mail and not by airmail because 
of ti-le included photocopy. Perhaps it would be best if you discussed 
this with BBalmgren while you are here. This is not a Nob#el Institute 
proposition. 

Many thanks for 3~ftt;slr wonderful pictures of you&-are v Y 99 g" 
glad to have. I expect to see you at the airport on Sunday at 9 p.m. 
(sK502) unless you ad-vise me 0t:lierwise in the meantime. We wish you a 
good trip and looking forward to see you soon, 

as ever, 


